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ground where the important issue was to be con-
tested.

For a whole month the belligerent parties lay in
sight of each other, mutually watching their
opportunities to attempt a decisive movement.
Several skirmishes took place from day to day,
but without making much impression on either
side; and during this interval of suspense, in
which our troops were exposed to the rays of a
vertical sun, and in continual expectation of a
hidden and treacherous attack from a barbarous
horde, greatly superior in numbers, and with whom
" revenge is virtue," ascending volumes of smoke
wreathing up into the air, and blackening the
bright expanse of heaven, marked the terrific con-
flagrations that were constantly taking place in
the surrounding country.

At length the eventful day arrived on the 11th
of July, 1824. In order to understand the peculiar
perils which our army had to encounter, it is ne-
cessary to observe that Cape Coast Castle stands
near the sea, and that the town is built on the
west side of it, at a short distance from the beach.
Upon three conical hills that arise close to the
back of the town, and run nearly parallel with the
coast, our troops were stationed. The right hill
was occupied by Major Chisholm's division, the
left by Major Purden's, and the centre by Captain
Hutchison's; while the subordinate officers com-
manded the passes between the valley and the